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New Oblate leadership installed in Zambia on Feb. 17

Left-r: The six prenovices Henry Zayamoe, Mateusz
Garstecki, Mark Anthony Hernandez, Zachary Hines, Der-
rick Huestis, Jonathan Kilgannon n the midst of the thou-
sands participating in the March for Life.

In  a January 4, 2017 letter,  the U.S.
provincial, Fr. Bill Antone, OMI,
officially announced the confirmation

of the appointment of Fr. Vincent
Sakala, OMI, as the superior of the
Zambian Delegation.

At the same time he made public
that Oblate Frs. Chishimba Peter
Chibesa, Barnabas Simatende,
Lewis Chilembwe Sauti and Nebby
Chanda Mutale would serve as
Councilors. He also thanked Fr.
Freeborn Kibombwe, OMI,  and his
Council for their leadership service over
the past six years.

Frs. Antone and Greg
Gallagher, OMI, travelled to Zambia
to confer with the new leadership and
attended the installation ceremony on
February 17.

Fr. Vincent attended the Oblate
School of Theology in San Antonio,
from which he received a Master of
Divinity degree in December 2003. His
ordination to the priesthood, along with

that of Fr. Singini Nacidze, OMI,  on
September 4, 2004 was the first
ordination to take place at the new
Oblate parish of Mary Immaculate in
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Prenovices march for life

Six Oblate prenovices from Buffalo, NY,  journeyed
to Washington DC to join between an estimated
500-600 thousand mostly young people from

around the United States for the 44th  annual March for
Life, held this year on January 27.

They also gathered with several thousand
worshippers, including several Oblate priests from
“391”,  for the Vigil Mass  for Life at the Basilica/Shrine
of the Immaculate Conception, where the principal
celebrant was New York’s Timothy Cardinal Dolan.

Vice President Mike Pence and Kellyanne
Conway, Trump’s senior counselor, along with Sen. Joni
Ernst, R-Iowa, and Reps. Mia Love, R-Utah, and Chris
Smith, R-N.J. were  among the prominent voices at the
pro-life rally, the theme of which was “Power of One”,
highlighting how every individual has the ability to make
a difference in the cause of life. (photo by M. Garstecki)

Left-r: Frs. Vincent Sakala, Bill Antone and Freeborn Kibombwe
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Continued on page 3

“Give thanks to
the Lord, for he is

good, for his
mercy endures

forever.”  (Ps 118)

During the first week of
June a new U.S. provincial
and council will be installed.
During these last weeks of
service as provincial, I give
thanks to the Lord for the
privilege I have had. The
experience has been at

times challenging and intense, and yet a
good one.

Often the people we work with
and serve hold us Oblates in a positive
light. We can be thankful for the
affirmation. I for one am amazed to
see the goodness in my brother
Oblates as well as the goodness in our
Benefactors and Partners, Co-
workers and Employees, Associates,
Young Men in First Formation,
Affiliates and Friends. This goodness
is God-given. Some Oblates may rightly
admonish me for not being critical
enough, but they are the ones I would
admonish in turn to be more positive and
affirming once in a while.

What does a day in the life
of the United States province look
like?  There are approximately 250
Oblates in the Province serving from
coast to coast. Given the diversity of
ministries, ages and personalities, it is
rather impossible to describe such a day,
but I will give it a try, without naming
any names. Just consider this “litany”:

 ·One Oblate “today” is meet-
ing with a young man who senses a call
to become an OMI, while another eld-
erly Oblate in hospice care offers his fi-
nal days praying for vocations.

 ·While one Oblate gives coun-
sel and absolution in the confessional,
another preaches a week-long parish
retreat on the theme of mercy; still an-
other works on a Marriage Encounter
or ACTS weekend or gives a retreat to
women religious.

 ·An Oblate professor teaches
fundamental theology; another helps pre-
pare lay women and men in his parish to
be extraordinary ministers of the Eucha-
rist.

 ·An Oblate leads a weekend
youth retreat; another prepares an evalu-
ation for a seminarian requesting a re-
newal of vows; yet another ministers to
students on campus.

 ·While one Oblate rushes at a
late hour to the local hospital, another
accompanies a family in the tragic loss
of their teen-age son.

 ·One Oblate presents a paper
at the Vatican on the destructive impact
of mining on the indigenous poor in Peru,
while another guides a parish commu-
nity through Pope Francis’s encyclical
on the care for the Planet.

 ·One Oblate invites a Donor to
support the Church’s mission, while an-

other keeps in order our finances and
administration and the good flow of in-
formation and news.

 ·A talented Oblate Brother
makes children laugh; an Oblate priest
cradles an infant while smiling into the
camera with parents and godparents
who have come to baptize.

 ·Buying groceries for his Ob-
late community, one Oblate makes
sure he gets the right type of yogurt;
another prepares some snacks for his
brothers watching Monday night foot-
ball.

 ·One Oblate joins a march in
support of the dignity of women, while
another marches for the right to life for
the born and unborn; still another cares
for his elderly brother Oblate who
needs a wound dressed.

 ·An Oblate studies for his doc-
torate; another works at growth and
healing for himself with the help of his
spiritual director and 12-step group.

 ·A young Oblate looks at him-
self in the mirror to confirm his inner
intentions, while another middle-aged
Oblate looks with love and care into

Frs. Jesse Esqueda (left) and Bill Antone (right) with some of the youth
group in San Eugene parish, Tijuana, Mexico.



MARCH -2017 -3

the diverse faces of communicants as
they grow in becoming the Body of
Christ.

 ·While one Oblate engages in
community organizing, another visits the
homeless on the streets before they bed
down for the night.

 ·One Oblate leads his parish in
Sunday Eucharist, while another pre-
pares a young blindly-in-love couple for
the sacrament of matrimony.

 ·One Oblate cares for God’s
non-human creatures (e.g. dogs and
monarch butterflies); another reminds
God’s children that they are God’s cre-
ation.

 ·An Oblate runs a 10 K for a
local cause, while another celebrates
Mass for the incarcerated; and one
more spends years in prison because
of his civil disobedience.

 One Oblate in Cuba quietly
keeps the faith alive; others in Zambia
and Baja, Mexico, live among the poor;
still others in border ministries give sanc-
tuary to immigrants fleeing violence,
while another is present to Native
Americans marginalized on a reserva-
tion.

 Prayerfully preparing a Sunday
homily, an elderly Oblate also prays for
strength to carry on despite his failing
health.

 One Oblate spends an hour in
silent prayer, while another shovels the
snow to clear the sidewalk.

None of these activities is
extraordinary, unless we consider the
love with which they are done and from
which they are born: “doing small
things with great love…” (St. Theresa
of Lisieux).  None is extraordinary, but
unique in the individual Oblate who
consciously or unconsciously is rooted

in the charism of a unique saint, Eugene
de Mazenod. To be sure, they are
activities inspired by countless others,
especially the poor and those who care
and advocate for the poor. In the end,
it is they—the poor and their
advocates—and the Holy Spirit which
fills the earth—who evangelize the
evangelizers.

The daily activities of Oblates,
and of all people of good will who serve
the Gospel by building bridges and not
walls stand in quiet prophetic contrast
to all that we are witnessing in the name
of security and being “first.”  In the end,
of course, one thing we can be sure
of is that “the last shall be first, and
the first last.” (Matthew, 20, 16).

Fear cannot be our starting
point. Pope Francis repeatedly

Continued from page 2

From the Provincial reminds us of practical truths: “A
person who thinks only about
building walls, wherever they may be,
and not building bridges, is not
Christian. This is not the gospel.  (Feb.

18, 2016)  Walls that enclose some and
banish others. Walled citizens,
terrified on one side, excluded,
exiled, and still more terrified on the
other….Is that the life that our Father
God wants for their children? Dear
brothers and sisters—all walls fall. All
of them. Do not be fooled.” (Nov. 6,

2016)

 I am very grateful for the God-
given goodness which shines forth in my
brother Oblates and our many Friends
and Collaborators, our closeness to
people and our defense of the
poor….with their many faces.

Fr. Antonio Ponce, OMI, JPIC director, addressed more than 200
co-ordinators from San Fernando’s Oblate Santa Rosa parish at a
workshop/retreat organized by Deacon Jesus Fernandez on Jan. 28.
Centering on the theme “Called to See the World Through the Eyes

of the Crucified,” Fr. Ponce urged the parishioners to learn and live out the
Oblate charism.

Santa Rosa pastor, Fr. Webert Meriland, OMI, picked up that
theme in facilitating reflection and discussion on being a missionary parish
committed to social justice.

Another presenter, Sr. Judy Donava from OneLA, spoke on “Catholic
Social Teaching: Social Action-Moral Action.



OMI-USA - 4

Fr. Seamus Finn, OMI, was
among the  50 participants from
the business and investment

community, religious leaders, civic in-
stitutions, academia and civil society
convened by The Global Foundation
for its Roman Roundtable 2017 on
January 14-15 to evaluate responses
and  measure progress on  United Na-
tions’ Sustainable Development Goals.

Fr. Finn’s  talk  focused on:

 the numerous
challenges and debates
that have taken place
over the last century
about development
 The UN spon-
sored decades of devel-
opment that focused on
different dimensions of
the topic and how they
might be appropriately
addressed
 and the 1967
encyclical letter,
Populorum Progressio
of  Pope Paul VI, built

on Catholic tradition and  Vatican Coun-
cil II on the issues. This encyclical re-
mains as a foundational point of refer-
ence for church,  especially with the in-
troduction and definition of the concept
of “integral human development.”

 In a  panel presentation Fr.
Finn’s colleagues, Mark Cutefani, CEO,
Anglo American and Archbishop
Thabo Makgoba, Anglican Arch-
bishop of Capetown reported on the

collaborative multi-stakeholder project
organized by the Mining and Faiths Re-
flection Initiative to address development
issues in mine site communities at local
and regional levels.

They emphasized the impor-
tance of the basic building blocks
of listening, acknowledging mis-
takes and forgiveness, building
trust through conversation and de-
bate and accepting input from all
interest groups in designing projects
and implementing programs. This
approach demands patience and com-
mitment and a collaborative spirit
among the representatives of the vari-
ous interest groups at the table.

From the investor and share-
holder perspective in particular this de-
mands a willingness to integrate social
and environmental priorities into one’s
investment philosophy and to reject a
singular emphasis on short term finan-
cial profits. For the faith based investor
it also means taking seriously the teach-
ing of one’s faith tradition and the chal-
lenging messages on inclusivity, dialogue
and inequality of leaders like Pope

Francis.

Archbishop Thabo Makgoba, Mark Cutefani, and
Fr. Séamus Finn at the panel discussion.

Finn attends Roman Roundtable

Zambia Delegation
Continued from page 1
Lusaka. Medardo Joseph
Maxombwe, Archbishop of Lusaka,
was the ordaining prelate.

Prior to his appointment as
Delegation Superior, Fr. Vincent has
been pastor at the parish in which he
was ordained, Mary Immaculate.

Presently, Fr. Chibesa is pastor
of St. Michael’s Parish in Naliowa.
Since his ordination, Fr. Simatende is
director of Oblate Radio Liseli; Fr. Sauti
is on staff at the DeMazenod House of
Formation in Lusaka; and Fr. Mutale is
on staff at the George Sexton House of
Studies in San Antonio, TX, while
pursuing graduate studies.

Left: Fr. Nebby
Mutale, OMI

Right: Fr. Chishimba
Chibesa, OMI

Left: Fr. Barnabas
Simatende, OMI

Right: Fr. Lewis
Sauti, OMI
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Oblate School of Theology
(OST)  inaugurated formally
the Kusenberger Chair of

Oblate Studies, the first endowed
teaching chair in the United States
dedicated to spreading knowledge of
the history of the Missionary
Oblates of Mary Immaculate
charism, Saturday afternoon,
Jan. 21, 2017, in the Oblates’
General House in Rome.

Fr. Frank Santucci,
OMI, Assistant Professor of
Spiritual Theology and Oblate
Studies at OST, and the first
holder of the chair, gave the
inaugural lecture on the
charism as St. Eugene de
Mazenod envisioned it in the
first half of the 19th century.

The establishment of
the teaching chair was made
possible by a  gift to the School
by Deacon Robert and
Ruth Kusenberger, both
Honorary Oblates of Mary
Immaculate and longtime friends

of the Oblates and the School.
The Kusenbergers attended

the inauguration along with Fr. David
Kalert, OMI, Vice President for
Administration at OST; Fr. Bill Morell,
OMI, past president of OST and now

Kusenbergers fund Oblate Studies Chair
By J. Michael Parker

the Executive Director of the Oblate
Missionary Society Inc.; Sr. Jane Ann
Slater, CDP, Chancellor of the
Archdiocese of San Antonio and an
OST trustee; and Lea Kochanek, Vice
President for Institutional Advancement,
and her husband, Dick Kochanek.

Fr. Warren Brown, OMI,
General Councillor for the United States
and Canada, spoke briefly on the
significance of the chair’s establishment.
Three Oblates, Frs. Fabio Ciardi,
Paolo Archiati, and Cornelius Ngoka
spoke briefly on the Oblate charism
today.  Fr. Kalert made the formal
declaration of the erection of the Chair
of Oblate Studies.

Fr. Louis Lougen, OMI,
Superior General of the Oblates,
expressed thanks to the Kusenbergers
and to OST for the initiative. (Originally
published on the OST Blog)

Fr David Kalert, OMI, (r) with Bob and Ruth Kusenberger.

The following day, Fr. Morell
celebrated the Eucharistic liturgy which
also marked the conclusion of the
Oblate Triennium.

Gathering in the General House Chapel , l-r: Ms. Lea Kohanek, Frs. Fernando
Velasquez,  Frank Santucci, Louis Lougen;  Ruth and Robert Kusenberger; Frs. David
Kalert, Warren Brown,  Bill Morell;  Sr. Jane Ann Slater, CDP ;  Fr. Henricus Asodo.
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Please remember in prayer

our recently departed

Christopher Harding, 68, brother of Fr. Nick
Harding, OMI, died on Dec. 23, 2016.
Bro. Edward  Breault, SC, 87, brother of Fr.
Charles Breault, OMI, died on Dec. 30, 2016.
Sr. Dorine Wittenbrink, FSM, 100, sister of
Fr. Boniface Wittenbrink, OMI, died on Jan. 2,
in Bridgeton, MO.
Fr. Santiago Lyons, OMI, 81 died on Jan. 22
in Mexico City, Mexico.
Fr. Carroll Parker, OMI, 80, died on Jan. 26
in Herlev, Denmark.

I am sometimes asked
by friends and associates about numbers
of vocations to the Missionary Oblates’
way of life. I tell them, with some pride,
that we have a fair number of
seminarians at all three levels of our
formation programs. While the numbers
are by no means staggering, we typically

have about 10 in our pre-novitiates (Tijuana, Mexico and
Buffalo, NY), 5 or 6 at the novitiate (Godfrey, IL), and 8-
12 at our post-novitiate (San Antonio, TX). While these
numbers aren’t replacing the Oblates who die, they do speak
significantly to our continuing vibrant presence in the U.S.
and in the world.

I also like to add, as part of our total vocation pic-
ture, many Oblate employees, Oblate Associates, Oblate
Partners, Oblate donors, Oblate lay leaders, Oblate Affili-
ates, Oblate friends who play an important role in assisting
the Missionary Oblates to bring the good news of Jesus
Christ to the poor.

 A significant part of the ministry we do as
Oblates of Mary Immaculate involves our direct con-
tact with people whether it’s comforting a parishioner
stricken by the grief of a sudden infant death or help-
ing a retreatant struggling to discern God’s will with a
vocational choice. Two hundred fifty U.S. Oblates, two
thousand seven hundred in the world, preaching, teach-
ing, healing, baptizing, forgiving, ministering to thou-
sands. This speaks to the direct contact we have with
those to whom we have been sent to serve.

“Sent to serve” describes perhaps best who we
Oblates are: missionaries.

It’s not just our face to face ministry that describes
adequately what we do. There are 800 Oblate Associates
in the U.S. who share in our ministry. Though they are not
vowed religious, they minister in soup kitchens, retreat cen-
ters, faith formation programs, to name just a few, and regu-
larly gather to pray, share, support one another and learn
about St. Eugene and the Oblate charism.

There are also Oblate Affiliates who know us
through our ministry and who are considering joining us.
While they continue to discern their vocation, they regularly
meet with Oblates, see firsthand the ministry these Oblates
do, spend time with them in community, pray with them and
seek them out as spiritual guides.

Six hundred employees of the Oblates in the U.S.
know well the ministry we do. They share in that ministry
through their own commitment, their time and energy, to

bring the good news of Jesus Christ to the world. For
most of them, their employment is a vocation. It is a calling
to share in the mission work of the Oblates. Many of them
are proud of how, with their individual gifts and talents,
they are an important, necessary, part of continuing the
missionary work of the Oblates.

Though we often use the term “minister to” in ref-
erence to those we serve at our ministry sites, many of
these folks, especially the leaders, teachers, administra-
tors, managers, minister side by side with the Oblates and,
without them, our ministerial effectiveness would be greatly
diminished.

Oblate Mission Society Inc. (OMSI) and the
Oblate Partnership are two key organizations that engage
folks to learn about us through our direct mail program,
through contact with Oblates themselves and with our lead-
ers, as well as through spiritual and educational retreats. It
is these dedicated, generous, faith-filled friends whose
prayerful and economic support makes it possible for the
ministries of the Oblates in the U.S. and all over the world
as well to continue.

Oblates are sent. We are sent to serve God’s poor.
Many of our ministries cannot support themselves. Thank-
fully, we have many who believe in what we do, who pray
that our good work will continue, who stand side by side
with us in our ministry and who generously provide to en-
sure that the poor will continue to hear the good news of
salvation in Jesus Christ.            -Fr. Lou Studer, OMI
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Three Part Harmony Farm (3PHF) on the Oblate residence
property in Washington, DC observed its fifth year of
operation in 2016.
The Farm’s owner/operator, Gail Taylor, operates on

the core principle: Food as Medicine. Food as Culture. Food
for our Future.

3PHF donates produce to soup kitchens and food
pantries that redistribute food to people in need. It also
has an active work exchange program where people can
work in exchange for fresh produce from the farm.

In 2016, 3PHF harvested 7,576 pounds of produce
and donated just under 900 pounds; added 30 new members

to the Community
S u p p o r t e d
Agriculture (CSA)
and went to first
farmer’s market at
Petworth.

From a
weather standpoint
2016  had been a very
challenging year. The
climate is changing,
3PHF is learning from
field experience to fill
orders to supply a 75-member CSA and weekly farmer’s market. The farm
attracts a tremendous number of volunteers and visitors. Each new volunteer  fills
out a form. Over 200 people came out to get their hands in the dirt, including
Oblate JPIC interns. 

Gail Taylor

3PHF celebrates five years

 JPIC staff Meghan Gieske, intern, Sr. Lee, Rowena
Gono and a 3PHF volunteer

Ms Elizabeth Conception first
heard about the Oblates
when the Missionary

Association of Mary Immaculate gift
advisors were speaking in Las Vegas,
NV about St. Eugene and ways to
support the Oblate ministry.

She became passionate about
the Oblate charism and started recruiting
members for the Oblate Associates.

On Feb. 3, Fr. Lou Studer,
OMI, celebrated the Induction Mass
for fourteen men and women at St.
Bridget parish is Las Vegas. Ms
Conception is the local leader.

Fr. Studer (far right) in discussion with several of the new Associates.
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This year 2017 is a big year for
me and  my fellow Oblate,
Fr. Tim Paulsen.  It is the 25th

anniversary, when he and I took our
first vows as Missionary Oblates of
Mary Immaculate.

Now, I am an Oblate priest on
a small island in Southeast Alaska, do-
ing what I can to journey with the
people on our common pilgrimage in
following Jesus Christ.  Mind you, I
do not have the great numbers as
some of my Oblate brothers do in
their ministries.  I get excited when

I have four people show for daily
Mass.  Nevertheless, good things
are happening despite the fewer
numbers.

That is one reality  the Mission-
ary Oblates of Mary Immaculate taught
me, especially Frs. Bill Sheehan, Paul
Waldie and Ed Vrazel at the novitiate.
It is not how many you evangelize, but
the amount of love you throw into min-
istry that counts.   Numbers will take
care of themselves.

That is what happened on the
night of this December 11th as we got

ready for our second Our Lady of
Guadalupe Mass in Spanish at our par-
ish St. Gregory the Nazianzen in Sitka.

As the hour crept closer to
midnight and no one was showing up, I
thought maybe it was a mistake in at-
tempting this Mass, but as you can see
from the photo below, that it was not a
mistake, but a success.

Our Lady of Guadalupe, who
surprised St. Juan Diego and sent him,
which appeared at first to be an almost
impossible mission, has become a key
moment for all us, especially the People
of the Americas.  As I celebrated with
those hardworking Hispanic people of
Sitka who have 2 or 3 jobs just to get
by, that wisdom of doing things with
great love and let the numbers take care
of themselves rang true.

I am grateful to the His-
panic and all the people I journey
with here in Sitka, but most of all,
I am most grateful to be a Mis-
sionary Oblate of Mary Immacu-
late, who still inspire and chal-
lenge me to do things with great
love and let the numbers take care
of themselves.

O.L of Guadalupe celebrated in Sitka, AK
by Fr. Andy Sensenig, OMI

For 25 years people have come
together on November 12 at La
Lomita Mission, south of

Mission, TX,   to remember Fr. Peter
Keralum,  a Rio Grande Valley Oblate
who was a member of the famous
Oblate Cavalry of Christ.

Organizer of this remembrance
day over the years, Fr. Roy Snipes,
OMI, pastor of Our Lady of
Guadalupe Church in Mission,
explained,  “We (do this to) remember
Father Keralum’s life and ministry and
his last ride and death.”

Fr. Keralum, born in France,
was a celebrated architect before
entering the Oblates.

Cavalry of Christ member remembered
Among the churches which he

built in Texas was Our Lady of Refuge
in Roma, the Immaculate Conception
Cathedral in Brownsville, and Our Lady
of Visitation Church in Santa Maria on
the Military Highway.

The last day he was seen alive
was November 12, 1872, when he set
out for ministry to the area ranches. It
was probably because of his
deteriorating eyesight that he got lost.

Just where that occurred was
a mystery for 10 years, until two
cowboys looking for lost cattle made
discovery, discovering a chalice
lying near a rosary, a watch and
Father Keralum’s eyeglasses.

At one time there were efforts
to have the Vatican canonize Father
Keralum but so far that has not
materialized. (Based on interview by
KRGV reporter, Rick Diaz.)
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The Oblates of the parish of San Eugenio
in Tijuana, Mexico were asked on short
notice to host the entire seminary

population (49 diocesan seminarians on all levels)
for two weeks during the winter break.  Frs.
Julio Narváez and Jesse Esqueda mobilized
things and the seminarians used a large building
in the parish to set up “camp” with cots, etc.
They also did door to door visiting.

This was a big moment for the youth of
the parish and the visit of the seminarians was a
big success.  It was also a learning experience
for the seminarians who can tend to be somewhat
tethered to liturgical functions to the exclusion
of pastoral work.

Parish hosts seminarians
by Fr. Bill Antone, OMI

At the reception following the final Mass
Fr. Bill Antone, OMI, (above, seated with
prenovice Pedro Ramirez) noted that the event
“raised the ‘vocation culture’ both for diocesan
seminarians and religious men and women in the
parish. Our three seminarians are classmates with
these diocesan men.”

Left: Fr. Antone took advantage of his time in
the area to meet with local Oblates and
Francisco Moreno, Archbishop of Tijuana,
concerning the restructuring of St. Eugenio
parish. Pictured, l-r: Frs. Francisco Gomez
Jimenez, Marek Stroba, Julio Narváez,
Archbishop Moreno, Frs. Jesse Esqueda and
Antone.

O
n January 26 the novices

 in Godfrey IL  celebrated

Australia Day and India-

Republic Day. Typically,  a grand

time was had by all: good food and

a few jokes. Right l-r:  Thuan Bui,

NOMI and Ansalin Jelastin, NOMI
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The weekend of January 13-15
saw a group of young men from
Massachusetts, Michigan,

California, Illinois, Texas, and Indiana

Come and See held in San Antonio
by Fr. Richard Hall, OMI

descend on the Oblate Renewal Center
in San Antonio, Texas to visit with
Oblates and young men in Oblate
formation to learn what life can be as a

Missionary Oblate of Mary
Immaculate.

The visitors were given  a
personal tour of San Juan de los
Lagos Parish from the pastor, Fr.
Richard Guerra, OMI, who
shared the history of the parish and
the story of San Juan de los Lagos.

They also got together with
Oblate scholastics and heard all
about life in formation from the pre-
novitiate in Buffalo to the
scholasticate in San Antonio.

Oblates and visitors enjoyed
hearing the vocation stories of the
young men in Oblate formation.

During meals and free time,
the guests were free to chat informally
with Oblates about their experiences
in foreign and domestic missions and
to learn more about discerning God’s
call to religious life.

A highlight for the young men
was a sit-down discussion with U.S.
Provincial, Fr. William Antone. It
was truly a full, fun and fulfilling
weekend giving the visitors much to
think and pray about when they return
home.

The Oblates in ministry at
the Immaculate
Conception Cathedral in

Brownsville, TX invited some of
the middle and high school
students of the parish for a “mini-
retreat” with Mass and lunch on
Dec. 31, 2016.  This is another
way to introduce young men to
the Oblates, as well as to deepen
their spiritual lives.

Seated at the back end of the
table: Frs. José Torres, Mike
Amesse and Peter Antonisamy.

Front, left-r: Frs. Richard Hall, Jesse Esqueda, Tuan Pham, Ed Hauf
and Harold Fisher with participants in the Come and See weekend in
San Antonio, TX.
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A new generation of people are being introduced to
the Oblates through Campus Ministry; and a new
set of ideas is being introduced to the Oblates

through the universities we serve.
At the Rice University Catholic Student Center, di-

rected by Fr. Ray Cook, OMI the desire to provide ser-
vices to those in need led to raising funds for a local charity
as well as for our Oblate Foreign Missions in Haiti.

Moved by the plight after hurricane Matthew the
Sunday community and students decided that in addition to
a food drive and local charity support in Houston, they would
support the Oblate Missions.

The end result was providing nearly $500 worth of
food to eight undocumented families in need, nearly $1,200
to St. Joseph’s Outreach in Houston and $3000.00 to the
Oblate Foreign Missions to help feed and support orphans
and displaced families.

The community  was delighted to receive a thank
you letter from Br. Richard Cote, OMI on behalf of the
recipients. In addition, the Joint Campus Ministers at Rice
University are promoting a film by Prof. Yehuda Sharim and

his movement to help refugees and the undocumented. (cf.

https://weareinitfilm.webflow.io) Prof. Yehuda and a team from
Houston in Motion are committed to allowing the public
insight to the plight of refugees entering into the USA as
well as the challenges faced by the undocumented.
The students at the Catholic Student Center will be par-
ticipating via service as the semester continues.

Campus Ministry introduces Oblates
by Fr. Ray Cook, OMI

Collins reflects on consequences of
proposed Texas immigration bill

A  coalition of faith-based
organizations, including the
Texas Catholic Conference of

Bishops, the Texas Baptist Christian Life
Commission, and the Texas Industrial
Areas Foundation was formed to
oppose  a so-called “anti-sanctuary
city” legislation, claiming that it would

among other dangers, empower drug
cartels and vigilantes.

In an interview with the Rio
Grande Guardian, Fr. Kevin Collins,
OMI, pastor of St. Eugene de Mazenod
Parish in Brownsville, TX predicted that
such a law would cause immigrants to
lose trust in the police if they were
deputized as de-facto ICE agents.

Such would be the effect of the
proposed Texas Senate Bill 4 which
would require local police and sheriff’s
deputies to enforce federal immigration
laws. It would also punish local
municipalities who do not work with
federal immigration officials.

“If you cannot trust the police,
who do you turn to?” Fr. Collins asked,
reflecting on what he sees as among
unintended consequences should the bill
become law.

“You are going to turn to a
cartel or something like that. You are
going to turn to organized crime. There
could be more extortion. What are you
going to do about it? People are going
to say, who is going to protect me if
they (police officers) won’t?”

Steve Taylor, the Guardian
reporter commented that Fr. Collins’
“remarks echo that of many police
chiefs. In previous legislative sessions,
many police chiefs and sheriffs have
testified that they do not want their
officers or deputies having to double
up as ICE agents. They say it weakens
community policing because
undocumented immigrants will not
come forward when they see a crime
being committed, for fear of
deportation.”

http://riograndeguardian.com/valley-
priest-anti-sanctuary-cities-bill-could-
end-up-empowering-drug-cartels/
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want to continue receiving it (whether you
move or not), please let us know so we are
not sending unwanted copies.  Thank you.

Newsletter of the U.S. Province of the
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immacu-
late.-391 Michigan Ave., NE  Washing-
ton, DC  20017-1516
President and Publisher:Very Rev.   Bill
Antone, OMI
Editor: Fr. Charles Hurkes, OMI
Direct all submissions,  inquiries and
comments to Charles Hurkes, OMI at

the above address or Fax (202) 529-
4572; Tel: (202) 529-4505  e-mail:
chasomi@omiusa.org
Published six times a year for Oblate per-
sonnel and their friends and supporters;
distributed from the U.S. Provincial Of-
fices in Washington, DC.

Remember to check out  the  province’s website
for more information and links to other Oblate

news items.:  www.omiusa.org

 The Oblate School of Theology will be holding a lecture series
by Fr. Ron Rolheiser, OMI, on the theme:  Being Missionaries to
our own Children: Secularity, Faith, the Church, and our Children
on March 6th, 13th, and 20th at 7pm at the Whitley Theological Center.
The lectures will examine the cultural and ecclesial roots of our present
struggles with faith and church in the secularized world and try to point
the road forward.
 The Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation office
of the U.S. Province has  launched  its new and improved
website with a new design, color scheme and navigation
options. Access the website at: http://omiusajpic.org/.
 The Council for Research in Values and Philosophy has announced

that the RVP Conferences and Seminar (2017) will be held Aug. 21-Sept. 22,
2017 in Washington, DC. The theme: : Re-Learning to be Human for Global
Times: Understanding the Meaning of Being Human across Cultures and
Civilizations; Contact: cua-rvp@cua.edu.
 Dates and locations for the 2017 Jubilarian celebrations have been
promulgated: April 25 at OST in San Antonio, TX, with Mass at 7 pm CDT;
June 12 at the IHM Residence chapel in Tewksbury, MA, with Mass at 4 pm.
EDT; and September 13 at the Shrine Church of Our Lady of the Snows in
Belleville, IL, with Mass at 4 pm, CDT.
 The longest running Catholic newspaper in the Philippines, The Mindanao
Cross, is the first newspaper in Mindanao to undergo a micro-filming process to

preserve the nation’s cultural heritage and promote
academic and  research interests for the country.  “In the
past, researchers both local and foreign, had to fly to
Cotabato City to secure a copy. This time, there is no
need to travel far. It is now convenient and accessible,”
said Fr. Jonathan Domingo, OMI, chief executive

officer of  The Mindanao Cross. Originally founded by Oblates of Mary
Immaculate missionary Gerard Mongeau, the first Archbishop of Cotabato, as
part of the congregation’s mission in Mindanao, The Mindanao Cross first hit
the streets of Cotabato on February 6, 1948, with the help of a printing press that
was donated to the Oblates. See full story at www.omiusa.org.
 Twice per year (Spring and Fall) St. Joseph the Worker Shrine  in Lowell,
MA,  features  Adult Faith Education classes conducted on 7 successive
Wednesdays by Fr. Gene Tremblay OMI, S.T.L. The Spring/Lent session
opening on Ash Wednesday and following on the successive Wednesdays of
Lent, concluding on the Wednesday of Holy Week, marks the fifteens installment
of this ongoing series. This year’s topic is Exploring Catholicism. The stage was
set for this series last Fall when the stage was set, so to speak, by exploring in
broad brushstrokes Catholic Fundamental Theology: the foundation without which
not much else would make sense.

St. Joseph, to you God
committed the care of His

only begotten Son
amid the many dangers of

this world.
We  ask you to take our

families under your special
protection.


